
 

1 
R:\PL\Commission\Minutes2015\070815\070815minits.docx 

City of Burien 

 

BURIEN PLANNING COMMISSION 

 July 8, 2015  

7:00 p.m. 

Multipurpose Room/Council Chambers 
          MINUTES 

 
To hear the Planning Commission’s full discussion of a specific topic or the complete meeting, the following 
resources are available: 

 Watch the video-stream available on the City website, www.burienwa.gov 

 Check out a DVD of the Council Meeting from the Burien Library 

 Order a DVD of the meeting from the City Clerk, (206) 241-4647 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Jim Clingan called the July 8, 2015, meeting of the Burien Planning Commission to order at         
7:00 p.m.  
 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Jim Clingan, Butch Henderson, Curtis Olsen, Amy Rosenfield, Brooks Stanfield and Douglas 
Weber  

Absent: (one position vacant) 

Administrative staff present: Chip Davis, Community Development Department director 
                 
 AGENDA CONFIRMATION 

Direction/Action 

Motion was made by Commissioner Stanfield, seconded by Commissioner Henderson, to approve the 
agenda for the July 8, 2015, meeting.  Motion passed 6-0.             

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

   Direction/Action 

Motion was made by Commissioner Stanfield, seconded by Commissioner Henderson, and passed 6-0 to 
approve the minutes of the May 27, 2015, meeting. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

A. Report on Completion of the Comprehensive Plan Update. 

Mr. Davis reported that the City Council adopted the Comprehensive Plan update on June 15
th
 and the 

updated plan sections were submitted to the state before the June 30
th
 deadline. He distributed copies of 

letters from Puget Sound Regional Council and the Washington State Department of Commerce 
commenting on a preliminary review of the updated sections of the Comprehensive Plan. He said some 
of the comments were very favorable; they also brought to staff’s attention some issues and items, such 
as housing, that the agencies would like the City to consider including during the next plan update. Mr. 
Davis said he anticipates hearing back from the state and Puget Sound Regional Council in the near 
future on whether or not the updates have been accepted.   

http://www.burienwa.gov/
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B. Report on Adoption of Critical Areas Ordinance Update 

Mr. Davis reported that on June 15
th
 the City Council adopted the updated Critical Areas Ordinance 

essentially as recommended to them by the Planning Commission. He provided the commissioners with 
a handout listing the few changes the Council made in response to citizen comments and their own 
deliberations. He explained that, for the time being, there are two Critical Areas Ordinances in effect; 
in the shoreline areas, the old Critical Areas Ordinance is referenced in the Shoreline Master Program 
(SMP), everywhere else falls under the new regulations. Next, the SMP must be amended to include 
the updated Critical Areas Ordinance; only the CAO changes will be addressed in the update. Mr. 
Davis said staff hopes to have that update reviewed and ratified by the state Department of Ecology and 
then adopted by ordinance by the City Council by the end of the year at the latest.    

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for the 2015-16 Term 

Chair Clingan pointed out that, according to the bylaws, the election of the chair and vice chair takes 

place at the second meeting in July, and asked if this agenda item can be tabled until the July 22
nd

 

meeting. Mr. Davis said it can, explaining that he put it on the agenda early because he wanted the 

commissioners to start thinking about the election.  The commissioners agreed they’d like to table the 

item until the next meeting. 

B. Planning Commission By-Law Updates and Advisory Commission Handbook 

Mr. Davis said staff has completed the handbook, which will be applied to all the advisory boards and 

commissions to help define expectations. It is modeled after handbooks developed by the City of 

Sammamish and the City of Visalia, California. The handbook includes job descriptions and codes of 

conduct specific to each advisory board or commission. He said that, in the coming weeks, after the 

commissioners have had an opportunity to read the handbook they will be asked to sign an 

acknowledgement that they each have read and understood it. Commissioner Olsen asked if the reading 

materials listed in the handbook are part of the packet received tonight; Mr. Davis replied that he will 

provide the commissioners with those documents. Commissioner Stanfield said he thinks the handbook 

will be helpful in recruiting qualified candidates to serve on the advisory boards and commissions. Mr. 

Davis concluded by noting that the Planning Commission bylaws, while currently in effect, still need to 

be ratified by the City Council, and he will be working on that.  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMUNICATIONS 

Chair Clingan said it is nice to see the two Town Square parcels to the north under construction.  

  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Mr. Davis said, with regard to those two construction projects, that the soil is very dry, fine, silty and sandy 

and therefore there a considerable amount of dust is being generated as dirt is hauled away. The City is 

working with the contractors ensure proper dust control measures are in place. He said a crane will be 

going up shortly on the westernmost site. He said he will keep the commissioners informed of the progress 

at both sites.  

 Mr. Davis said that although meetings have been infrequent during the past several months, the 

commissioners will have full agendas to work through for the rest of the year. Coming up will be the 

keeping of animals and minor Zoning Code text amendments, minor changes to the Zoning Code to 

accommodate new FCC rules regarding the siting of wireless communications facilities, and trees and tree 

retention. Beginning on August 12
th
, the commission will begin working on integrating the newly updated 

Critical Areas Ordinance into the Shoreline Master Program. On September 23
rd

, he said, the 

commissioners will start the annual Comprehensive Plan amendment process for 2015; there are two 
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private requests on the docket. Mr. Davis said in 2016 the commissioners may begin working on downtown 

parking and consolidation of an urban center plan.  

 

Commissioner Stanfield noted that this evening was the last opportunity to take the Sound Transit survey 

on long-range transit planning and investments. He told them to go to soundtransit3.org to complete the 

survey.  

  
ADJOURNMENT 

Direction/Action 

Commissioner Stanfield moved for adjournment; Commissioner Henderson seconded. Motion carried 6-0. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVED: July 22, 2015 

/s/ Butch Henderson, on behalf of Jim Clingan, chair 

  
 

 

 

  

http://www.soundtransit3.org/

